
September 14, 1965

LeRoy Larson, Ph.D.
Professor of Special Education 
Northern State College 
Aberdeen, South Dakota

Dear Doctor Larson:

We have completed and are returning herewith 
the questionnaire received with your letter of 
August 11th. However, for proper interpretation 
of the questionnaire I  want to emphasize that 
our mentally retarded patients are of a l l  types 
and degrees of mental retardation, except for 
the educables considered for admission to the 
Owatonna State School. I  am not describing 
their program as I  assume that you sent them 
a questionnaire similar to the one we received.

I  regret that I  shall not be attending the Winnipeg 
meeting, however, several of our staff w ill be 
present and I  am hoping that the meeting w ill be 
a highly successful one and I  am sure there w ill be 
a great deal of interest in your presentation.

Sincerely,

E. J. Engberg, M.D. 
Superintendent

EJ; er
Enc.



Northe r n  S t a t e  College
 

:holocy

August 11, l 965

Department of Social Education Aberdeen South DakotaDivision of Education & Psychology 

E. J. Engberg, Superintendent 
Faribault State School & Hospital 
Faribault, Minnesota
Dear Sir:

I am presenting a portion of the program as a part of the Annual Conference 
of the North Central Region of the American Association of Mental Deficiency 
to be held at Winnipeg the middle of October.

I am going to discuss "Changing Practices in Programming for the Mentally 
Retarded as They Relate to Interaction of the Sexes".

It seems that changes are talcing place in institutions as well as with the 
public generally concerning attitudes towards heterosexual relationships 
amongst the mentally retarded.

It is generally recognized that the second decade in the life  of an individual 
is heightened by interest in social and romantic relations with the opposite 
sex. With normal people this interest may reach its peak with marriage and 
the accompanying physical acts of love.

It is recognized that normal sexual desires can exist amongst retardates that 
are blessed with physical abilities and interests of a sexual nature.

A most difficult question then arises as to the best way to handle situations 
and events that arise because of these desires. It is my understanding, at 
least, that we want retardates to live as normally as possible in institutional 
or non-institutional society.

In order to come to some sort of terms with the issue, I am asking you to 
answer the following questions. Rest assured that a ll information trill remain 
anonymous and no signature or means of identification is requested.

I  would appreciate any comments you would care to make and have allowed space 
under each question for this. You may criticize or clarify a point. I would 
greatly appreciate any approach you care to make.

Very truly yours, 

LeRoy Larson, Ph.D.
Professor of Special Education

LL/pc



These questions concern, primarily, tbs retarded in their adolescent or adult 
years and concern the more capable individual.

Questions 1 through 21 concern patients confined to institutions for the mentally 
retarded.

YES  

 N O1. Are your classrooms coeducational?
Comments:  _____ _____ _

2. Are ward buildings or cottages for man set apart from. those of women 
on a geographical "basis?

Co m m e n t s

3. Doss your institution provide common dining areas for both sexes? 
Comments

4 .  Does your institution provide coeducational dormitory facilities or 
wards where common lounge areas and/or dining facilities are provided 
for both sexes?
Comments:

5 .  Do you provide common lounge areas for men and women?
Comments: 

6. I f  the answer to the above question is yes, are they used a great deal 
by the inmates?
Comments:

a _____ 7. Are these lounge areas strictly supervised?.
comments

\ /  _  8. Are recreation activities, including dancing, heterosexual  in nature?

9. May individuals voluntarily select their  partners for dancing or other 
social activities at least a good w here o f tim e ?
C o m m e n t s



10. If romances bud at social events, are they allowed to develop? 
 

11. Are men and women allowed  to integrate socially on the grounds or campus 
during daytime leisure h o u r s ?
Comments:  

12. Are men and women allowed to integrate socially on grounds or campus 
during  evening hours?

 13. Is dating allowed at your institution, that is, does a boy (man) t a k e  
a girl (woman) to the movies or to a dance, etc,?

C o m m e n t s :  corneas

14. Do they go to and from social events under supervision? 
Comments:

1 5 .  Do they go to and from such social events without supervision? 
Comments: _________________________

16. Are couples that date, i f  this is done, allowed to stroll about the 
campus or institutional  grounds in the evenings?

17. I f  they do, is there a time when the people concerned must be in their 
wards or dormitories?
Comments:

i

18. Do you feel that couples that are patients in an institution should be
allowed to become well enough acquainted to fall in love? 
Comments:

19. I f  they do fa ll in love should their  romance be allowed to blossom? 
Comments: ____ ^ ______



20. Are couples permitted a type of supervised privacy that would allow  for 
w h a t  is termed generally, acceptable romantic gestures and activities? 
C o m m e n t s :

 21. I s there permitted privacy which might allow for quite intimate romantic acts, i.e., sexual intercourse? Comments:    

22. Should mentally retarded individuals be  allowed  to marry inside the  
institution?Comments:

 23.Shou ld  they be a llow ed  to have ch lid ren?
Comments:

2 4 .  Do you feel that the normal inclinations of adequate patients in regard to sexual desires might be such 
that sexual intercourse could be accepted providing proper safeguards are maintained? 

C o m m e n t s :

25. Do you believe that sex education would be helpful for 
a mentally retarded individual in an institutional setting? Comments:

26. Do you believe in laws providing for or demanding sterilation of the mentally retarded? Comments: 

27. Do you feel that sex education would be important to the mentally retarded  
individual outside the institution? Comments:
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28. Do you believe that regardless of the impact of the sex drive in many mentally
r e t a r d e d  p e o p l e ,  that this drive should still be controlled by law and that these people should not be allowedto express their desires through normal expenditure of sexual energy with an appropriate companion of the opposite sex?Comments: 

 

 ; ;

29. Do you  believe  in laws  preventing the marriage  of  mentally  retarded 
individuals?
C o m m e n t s :

30.  I f  not, do you f eel  they should be permitted to have children?
Comments:

Please return your questionnaire to:  Dr. Leroy Larson
" Post Office Box 649

Northern State College 
Aberdeen,South Dakota 57401

And thank you for your cooperation and time.


